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January, 2026 
 
A MESSAGE FROM BCCWC PRESIDENT                               

“Reach out and touch  
Somebody’s hand 
Make this world a better place 
If you can.”  

These words are echoed in the song made popular by singer, Diana Ross, in the year 1970.  As much as these 
lyrics held meaning during that time, so too, do they ring true for this present day. 
Moving forward into the New Year of 2026, we do so with hope in our hearts and warm smiles all around.  The 
mission of BCCWC is even more important in the days to come, as it has been in years past.  We continue 
striving to make our community a more welcoming and secure place in which to live. 
Each BCCWC member and committee takes their goal to heart.  When we pack those vehicles to the brim with 
food supplies, clothing, blankets and more, we are taking positive action in meeting an overwhelming need in 
our area.  
Other ways that BCCWC benefits our local community throughout the year are:  

o creating Lovable Misfits for distribution  

o serving at Fort Howard Apartments for Seniors  
o collecting items for HSHS St. Vincent Children’s Hospital Child Life Department  
o awarding financial support to recommended, deserving community organizations striving 

to support needs and activities in our area 
As the words of the song, “Reach Out and Touch Somebody’s Hand” have echoed, we are reaching 
out to touch the hands of many and make the world a better place in whatever way we can. 

Jeanne Lefebvre, President 
 
 

 MEMBERSHIP 

BCCWC membership is at 280.  January 1, 2026, BCCWC will start accepting 
applications/dues for 2026-2027.  Those interested in joining or renewing will find a form on 

our website www.bccwc.org or click on the link below: 
 

https://www.bccwc.org/app/download/769914818/2026-27+Membership+Application.pdf 

 
Email correspondence is $35.  To receive your newsletter and mailings via US Mail is $55.  Make your check out 
to BCCWC.  Be sure to use blue or black ink, as that is what our bank requires.  
 
If you are unable to print a form, send your check, along with your information/interests, to: 

Dianne Froelich, 3466 Peppergrass Dr., Green Bay, WI 54311 
If you are renewing, please highlight any changes from last year. 
 

  Dianne Froelich, Linda Aschenbrenner, Cindy Dimmer, Membership Co-Directors 
  *Refer to the BCCWC Directory for contact information*  

 

http://www.bccwc.org/
https://www.bccwc.org/app/download/769914818/2026-27+Membership+Application.pdf
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MEETINGS REMINDER 
Dressed in holiday attire and sharing in the joy of the season, more than 170 members and guests shared a 
delicious lunch at Tundra Lodge on December 17.  The room was adorned by centerpieces made of painted 
pinecones in holiday vases, and one person at each table won the centerpiece with a simple dice roll. 
Entertainment was provided by the Ashwaubenon High School show choir, Encore.  The show choir featured 
singers as well as a band combo.  It was a delightful engagement. 

 
 

 

 
Our next meeting will be January 21, at the De Pere Community Center, 600 Grant St. in De Pere. 

Social - 12Noon    Program - 1PM  Meeting - 1:45PM 
Program: Organizing and decluttering your home. 
 

Carol Mau (227-3542) zinniea60@gmail.com, Sue Vyse (562-3273) smvyse@gmail.com,  
Susan Byrne (708-860-8878) susan.byrne@cbexchange.com, Program/Social Co-Directors 

LOST & FOUND 
A glove was found in the parking lot at Tundra Lodge after the holiday luncheon.  If yours slipped out of your 
pocket without you realizing it, contact Judy Trimberger (check your membership directory).  She rescued it.  

         Mary Adriansen & Darlene Rohm        
         man the 50/50 raffle table. 
         Lucky winner was Chris Carson. 

 

Photo directories arrived in time for the 
luncheon.  Editor Margaret Georgia, along 
with Peggy Olsen, handled the distribution. 

Co-Chairs for the luncheon Brenda 
Johnson & Peggy Kehler enjoy the 
success of their team in the festive 
atmosphere of the Tundra Ballroom. 

Ashwaubenon High School show choir, “Encore”, regaled the crowd with their 
renditions of several pieces of holiday music, including a sing-along portion. 

mailto:zinniea60@gmail.com
mailto:smvyse@gmail.com
mailto:susan.byrne@cbexchange.com
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COMMUNITY AWARDS TIMELINE 
Submissions for BCCWC Community Award Requests for 2025-2026 are being accepted.  If you have a non-
profit organization that you would like to be considered for an award, please consult the BCCWC website. The 
nomination form is under “fundraising”.  Information needed regarding qualifications required for award 
consideration is explained on the form. Deadline for submitting nominations is April 15. 

Bonnie LeMense, President - Elect 

 
COMMUNITY SERVICE                
 
CHEERY NOTES TO SENIORS 
Bellevue Senior Living residents had a Merry Christmas thanks to the generosity of BCCWC members.  We 
delivered 180 Christmas cards and 20 birthday cards to be enjoyed during the holiday season. 

 
Our next completed card collection will be at the January 21 meeting.  This will be the last 
meeting before Valentines Day.  “Six packs” will continue to be available for distribution 
at each monthly meeting.  The more completed cards we collect, the more cheer we will 
spread to our area nursing home residents! 

Rosie Jonas (366-2509) rjonas@new.rr.com, 
Jeanette Krysiak (655-6928) jeanettekrysiak@yahoo.com, Co-Chairs 

 
FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION 
The January 21 collection will benefit the Hope Center Pantry located on Clinton St.  Each 
month the pantry serves hundreds of Brown County families experiencing food insecurity.  
Specific needs currently include: 

❖ cereal, canned pasta with or without meat, pasta, pasta sauce, mac & cheese, tuna, canned fruit, 
canned vegetables, creamed soups, peanut butter, dish soap and laundry soap. Birthday bags, 
containing a cake mix, frosting, candles, a child’s birthday card and a small inexpensive toy, are also 
welcomed donations.  

Donations will be collected from 10:45AM-12:40PM at the De Pere Community Center. 
 

Lois Mauermann (360-2286) lmauermann@new.rr.com  
Terri Lewis (660-9895) ptlfam10@gmail.com, Co-Chairs 

BROWN COUNTY COMMUNITY AWARDS 
BCCWC is proud to announce that it awarded $53,500 in Community Awards at the end of the fiscal year, 
providing financial assistance to more than 50 different organizations. All the recipients improve the 
quality of life in some way for people in Brown County. The list of awards is in the 2025 26 membership 
directory. Kudos to BCCWC, Inc.! 
 

You Belong is a new recipient of a 2025 BCCWC Community Award grant.  It is a non-
profit organization that provides services and programs for families, individuals living with 
disabilities, and their caregivers. Their goal is to ensure that everyone feels included and 
has access to the resources they need to thrive. They offer Family Classes for kids and 
their grown-ups, Respite Care, Vocational Training for adults living with disabilities, and 
much more to build an inclusive community for all. 

Bonnie LeMense, President-Elect 

mailto:rjonas@new.rr.com
mailto:jeanettekrysiak@yahoo.com
mailto:lmauermann@new.rr.com
mailto:ptlfam10@gmail.com
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ST. JOHN’S MINISTRIES - HOMELESS SHELTERS’ MEALS 
We will not be serving a meal at the St. John’s Men’s and Women’s Shelters on the 
first Thursday of January.  It would be difficult to get enough sign-ups and servers 
that day, and the director said we should just skip it this year.  There are now 3 more 
meals to prepare and serve, February, March, and April.  If it continues as in the 
past, the overnight shelters close on April 30. 
 
At the Christmas luncheon, there was an amazing sign-up for our February 5 meal at 
the shelters.  We need just 2 LARGE HOT VEGETABLE DISHES for the Men’s Shelter in 

February.  We have all the rest that we need for both shelters in February.  There are, however, many empty 
slots for the March and April meals.  Volunteering your time, energy, and resources to feed the homeless in 
this freezing weather and during a time when so many of our group are out of town is most appreciated.  
Thank you.  Contact Mary Kay or Jan with any questions. 

Mary Kay Paulson (632-7473; cell 301-221-6327) mkpaulson@aol.com 
Jan Clark (265-5744) janetclark71@yahoo.com, Co-Chairs 

 
 
HSHS ST. VINCENT CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL - CHILD LIFE DEPARTMENT 
 

HSHS St. Vincent Children’s Hospital received 20 beautifully 
decorated Christmas trees and St. Nick books/treats in 
December for the children who were hospitalized over the 
holidays.  These surprises bring great joy not only to the 
children, but the families and staff as well. 
 

Many BCCWC volunteers make these projects happen.  We appreciate the sharing of their time and talent to better 
children’s lives. 
 

Kathy Aicher (265-5094) kaicher@new.rr.com, Sue Vyse (562-3273) smvyse@gmail.com, 
Carol De Grand (680-5470) cjdegrand@gmail.com, Co-Chairs 

 

mailto:mkpaulson@aol.com
mailto:janetclark71@yahoo.com
mailto:kaicher@new.rr.com
mailto:smvyse@gmail.com
mailto:cjdegrand@gmail.com
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HOUSE OF HOPE 
To celebrate the December birthdays at House of Hope, Dianne Smith, accompanied by 
husband Gary, delivered a large sheet cake and 2 gallons of ice cream so that the 5 children 
and 20 adults in residence could enjoy some cheer at the holiday season.  The festive table 
cloth, plates and napkins added a special touch. 
 
As big as the smiles were on the children's faces, they could hardly match the smiles and 

warm feeling of Dianne and Gary in making this special moment for those children.  If you are interested in 
providing this monthly birthday celebration, contact the chairs of this event. 

Dianne Smith & Rose Jensen, Co-Chairs  
 
 

FUNDRAISING  
 

 
BRIDGE MARATHONS 
 

Calling All Bridge Players……!   Registrations are now taking place for the 2026-27 BCCWC Bridge season.   
Please note that it doesn’t matter if you are new to bridge or have played for many years; grab a partner and 
join in the camaraderie and fun.   It has been said that the game of bridge keeps our minds working… yeah!... 
what a terrific benefit!!   As well as being a fundraiser for BCCWC, it is a wonderful way to enjoy fellowship and 
get to know many other club members; plus, we always have a great time! 
 
The registration form and other details are available on the BCCWC website under Fundraising/Bridge 
Marathons or click on link: 

https://www.bccwc.org/app/download/769911931/BRIDGE+Registration+Form+2026-27_pdf.pdf 
Deadline for registration will be February 1 so that we can organize the groups, secure appropriate venues,  
and assemble and print all the schedules, etc. for the new season that will start in June of 2026.    If you have 
any questions about our groups, please contact Carol Simpson (contact info in the club directory).  Along with 
our regulars, we would love to welcome some new faces -- don’t be shy!   Thanks to everyone for your support 
of this important BCCWC fundraiser!   

  Carol Simpson, Gloria Jonet & Judy Niesing, Co-Chairs 
 
 
BOOK & PUZZLE EXCHANGE 

The November book/puzzle exchange was the best ever!  Great job, as members are 
enjoying the contributions now and will be for some time.  Let’s do even better at the 
January meeting.  Bring those books/puzzles that are laying around your home to the 
meeting.  We always look forward to the selection.  

                                                   Leah Dumke (499-2308) leahdumke@gmail.com, Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.bccwc.org/app/download/769911931/BRIDGE+Registration+Form+2026-27_pdf.pdf
mailto:leahdumke@gmail.com
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MAH JONGG FUNDRAISER 
Buy your 2026 Mah Jongg card through the BCCWC and help raise money to be used 
toward our Community Awards.  Regular cards cost $14; large print cards cost $15.  
BCCWC will receive $6 for each card ordered.  The card will be mailed to your home 
and you will also receive the National Mah Jongg League annual newsletter.  The form 
for ordering the cards is available at www.BCCWC.org under the Fundraising tab, or 
you may call/email Linda Aschenbrenner.  Last year, 110 cards were sold through 
BCCWC and we hope to increase that number this year!  If you ordered a card last 

year, we already have your address.  You can write a check payable to BCCWC and note on the memo line how 
many cards you want.  If you prefer paying with cash, please put the cash in an envelope with a note stating 
your name and how many cards you want and hand it to Linda Aschenbrenner.  (PLEASE do not turn in a stack 
of cash with a sticky note.  Everything needs to be clear so there will be no mistakes.)  The deadline for orders is 
January 24.  Ask your Mah Jongg friends to buy their cards through BCCWC as well.  Order form: 

https://www.bccwc.org/app/download/769879797/2026+MahJongg+card+order+form.pdf 
Linda Aschenbrenner (991-9961) linda.asch2747@gmail.com, Chair 

                                      

FELLOWSHIP 

BCCWC December class at N.E.W. Beads and Jewelry.  Seven 
members created beautiful ornaments and suncatchers. Santa 
surprised members with a cookie and holiday socks. One lucky 
member received a grand prize of sparkly red holiday earrings.    
 

Upcoming Events!  Sign up and join in the fun! 
 Sign up at the monthly meeting OR with the contact person listed for the event.   

(Use your directory for contact phone numbers or email addresses.) 
“Dinner Dames”  Coordinated by Sue Sinclair.  Meet at 5PM 

Date (Last Thursday of Month) Restaurant Contact 

Jan. 29 (reservations due by 1/25) Rivers Bend (Howard) Mary Schneider 

Feb. 26 (reservations due by 2/22) Lorelei Inn (Green Bay) Sue Sinclair 

Mar. 26 (reservations due by 3/22) St Brendan’s Inn (Green Bay) Carol Simpson 

Apr. 30 (reservations due by 4/23) Union Hotel (De Pere) Marla Lee 

May 28 (reservations due by 5/26) The Drift Inn (Green Bay) Elaine Gerhold  

June 25 (reservations due 6/21) Chives Restaurant (Suamico) Elaine Gerhold 

July 30 (reservations due 7/26) El Sarape East (Bellevue) Terry Jeffers 

Aug 27 (reservations due 8/23) Rustique Pizzeria (Suamico) Sue Protzman 

 

Just in time for the holidays, Mary Jo Piskor again 
hosted a fundraising event at her home for people to 
learn about the art of cookie decorating.  After only a 
few hours, 7 ladies went home with a dozen festively 
decorated sugar cookies. 

http://www.bccwc.org/
https://www.bccwc.org/app/download/769879797/2026+MahJongg+card+order+form.pdf
mailto:linda.asch2747@gmail.com
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“Lunch Bunch Ladies” Coordinated by Marla Lee.  Meet at 11:30AM 

Date (1st Thursday of Month) Restaurant/Location Contact 

Jan. 15*(reservations due by 1/11) Generations Bistro (Allouez) Marla Lee 

Feb. 5 (reservations due by 2/1) Café Con Crema (Green Bay) Rose Jensen 

Mar. 5 (reservations due by 2/27) bleu (Ledgeview) Karen Coppersmith 

Apr. 2 (reservations due by 3/29) El Sarape East (Bellevue) Brenda Johnson 

May 7 (reservations due by 5/3) Longhorn Steakhouse (Green Bay) Mary Jo Piskor 

June 4 (reservations due by 5/31) Cheesesteak Rebellion (Green Bay) Kathy Eisenschink 

*Third Thursday of the month due to holiday and Bunco 

 
Mah Jongg Lessons—11 members have signed up; there’s room for 1 more! 
Join the Mah Jongg craze!  Learn to play in 3 sessions that will be held at the De Pere Community Center on the 
lower level.  Sue Sinclair will lead the lessons as you become familiar with the tile game that will intrigue and 
challenge you. 

• Wednesday, January 7, 14, 28, 1PM-3:30PM 

• De Pere Community Center, 600 Grant St., De Pere (Lower level) 

• Contact:   Sue Sinclair 
 

Paul’s Pantry Tour - It’ll Warm Your Heart 
As a recipient of BCCWC funds, we have arranged a tour of this facility to learn more about the services 
provided and success realized by the food pantry.  The goal of Paul’s Pantry is to provide enough food every 
week so that recipients are assured of nutritious meals.  After the tour, we may participate in a volunteer 
activity that will involve breaking down bulk-food donations into family-sized portions.  We provided this tour 
last year, and we have been requested to do it again.  Join us if you can.  Contact: Rita Wurzer. 

• Tuesday, January 13, 8:45AM 

• Paul’s Pantry, 1520 Leo Frigo Dr., Green Bay 

• No cost (The experience is priceless.) 
 

Bingo! Free Beverages!   
Join us for one, or all, of the AM Express Sessions.  Contact: Lynn Arnesen. 

• Fridays:  January 16, April 17  

• 10AM-12:30PM 

• $21 for basic packet.  Extra games are available for purchase.   

• Irene Moore Activity Center (IMAC) 2100 Airport Dr. 
 
Mark Your Calendar:   
Here are details about the “second semester” of Fellowship activities: 
 

• Funeral Home Presentation, Tuesday, February 10, 1PM, Proko-Wall Funeral Home  
Get your questions answered by the professionals regarding funeral costs and options. 

o Lunch at Cranky Pat’s Pizza Parlor at 12Noon 
o Contact: Mary Rahr 
o No cost. 
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• Line Dancing Lessons, Wednesday, February 25—Great North Commons, 789 Armed Forces Dr. (just off 
Holmgren Way near Stadium View)  

o 12 members have signed up.  There’s room for more to learn from local expert, Jim Huss 
o Lunch at 11:30AM, lesson at 12:45-2PM 
o Cost:  $5 - pay that day 
o Contact:  Mary Jo Piskor 

• Paintin’ Pottery, Tuesday, March 3, De Pere, 10AM-1PM 
o Select an item to paint/glaze then pick up your masterpiece later that week. 
o Cost varies depending on project. 
o Contact: Rita Wurzer 

• Mulva Center Tour, Friday, March 20 – Learn about one of the latest additions to De Pere. 
o Tour 10:30AM, then lunch at Savour, the restaurant within the Mulva Center 
o Contact:  Anne Hare 

• Brewery Bingo at Zambaldi’s, Thursday, April 9, 6-8PM Free!  Bingo & beer! 
o Contact:  Marla Lee 

• Brown County Medical Examiner’s Office presentation, Tuesday, April 21 
What’s the difference between a Coroner’s Office and a Medical Examiner’s Office?  Dr. Elizabeth Douglas 
will give a historical and interesting perspective on how these offices have evolved over time and function 
today.  Taken from the Brown County website:  The Medical Examiner’s Office investigates and certifies 
cases in which the individual dies while not under the care of a physician, or in cases where a physician 
cannot or will not sign a death certificate.  In this, the Medical Examiner’s Office serves as the physician of 
the public.  

o Lunch at 12Noon, presentation 1-2:45PM 
o Village Grille in Allouez (please come for lunch to help cover the cost of the room) 
o Contact:  Sue Sinclair 

• Shilcox Shamrock Lines Alpaca Farm Visit, Tuesday, May 12, 5118 Heritage Rd., De Pere, Free 
This working alpaca farm has over 60 Huacaya alpacas which are raised for fleece and breeding.  
The farm has been in existence for over 125 years. 

o 10AM-12Noon   
o Free!  But a visit and purchase in the gift shop would be appreciated. 
o Contact: Patty Payette  

 

• Mini Golf Outing, Wednesday, May 27, Duck Creek Golf Center 
Practice putting while having fun with fellow BCCWC members! 

o 10:30AM 
o Cost: $8 
o Contact: Mary Jo Piskor 

Sign-up sheets are on the Fellowship table at the monthly meetings or get in touch with the contact for the 
event.  (Contact information is in the BCCWC Directory.) 
 
Standing Activities:  

• Brown County Bunco, led by Carey Lheureux.  Play is on the 2nd Thursday of the month at Village Grille.   

• Book Club, coordinated by Joan Zittlow and Paula Fineout.   Meetings are the 1st Monday of the 
month.  Location changes each month so refer to the Book Club section in the newsletter OR contact 
Paula or Joan.  
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• Mah Jongg is held at the De Pere Community Center on the lower level on the 1st, 2nd, and 4th 
Wednesdays of the month, 1-3:30PM and at the Ashwaubenon Community Center at the same time 
and days. 

• Egg Cartons.  Please continue to bring your extra egg cartons to the Fellowship table at the monthly 
meetings.  They will be delivered to Paul’s Pantry by a member.  Each carton saves them 34 cents. 

 
Mary Jo Piskor (217-4343) savoie731@aol.com, Sue Sinclair (737-2461) upnative1979@yahoo.com, 

Rita Wurzer (655-8894) jwurzer6@new.rr.com, Fellowship Co-Directors 
 
 
BOOK CLUB  
Join the Monday, January 5 Book Club meeting, 1-2:30PM at the Kress Family Branch Library in De Pere, Room 
A.  The Champagne Letters by Kat MacIntosh will be reviewed.  It is a historical fiction novel that follows 
Madam Clicquot as she builds her legacy and the modern divorcée who looks to her letters for inspiration. 
 
Book Summary: 

Reims, France, 1805: Barbe-Nicole Clicquot has just lost her beloved husband but is determined 
to pursue their dream of creating the premier champagne house in France, now named for her 
new identity as a widow: Veuve Clicquot. With the Russians poised to invade, competitors 
fighting for her customers, and the Napoleonic court politics complicating matters, she must 
set herself apart if she, and her business, are to survive. 
 
In present day Chicago, broken from her divorce, Natalie Taylor runs away to Paris. In a book 
stall by the Seine, Natalie finds a collection of the Widow Clicquot’s published letters and uses 

them as inspiration to step out of her comfort zone and create a new, empowered life for herself. But 
when her Parisian escape takes a shocking turn, she’s forced to make a difficult choice. Should she 
accept her losses and return home, or fight for the future she’s only dreamed about? 

 
The February 2 meeting will be at the Green Bay East Branch library reading James by Percival Everett.   
 
Send Paula an email if you would like to be on the “official” email list.  Members may bring friends, neighbors 
or family members.  You may attend regularly or whenever time permits.  Questions?  Contact: 
  

Joan Zittlow (857-7749) joanzittlow@gmail.com, 
Paula Fineout (360-3144) paulafineout@icloud.com, Co-Chairs 

 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
2025 PHOTO DIRECTORY 
The 2025 Photo Directories were distributed at the holiday luncheon on December 17.  
Orders are being taken for a 2nd printing.  If you missed the first printing and want a book, 
send a check for $22 made out to BCCWC to Sue Protzman, 2057-1 Wisteria Circle, Green 
Bay 54313.  Deadline for ordering is January 21, the day of the January general meeting.  
There is a minimum order of 10 books in order to get it at that price.  If you order a book 
and that minimum is not met, your check will not be cashed.  Questions?  Contact Sue Protzman. 

Margaret Georgia, Photo Directory Editor 
 

mailto:savoie731@aol.com
mailto:upnative1979@yahoo.com
mailto:jwurzer6@new.rr.com
mailto:joanzittlow@gmail.com
mailto:paulafineout@icloud.com
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VOLUNTEER HOURS 

It’s the new year and here’s a reminder to keep track of all of your volunteer hours.  This 
includes travel time to meetings and activities, hours of meetings attended and other 
service hours generously provided.  These hours can be submitted to Betsy Whitton at 
any time up to our year-end in June.  No need to wait until then; hours can be 
submitted as they occur, even monthly so you can remember them. 
 

These hours are submitted to the IRS to continue our 501c3 Status.  Thank you. 
Betsy Whitton, Immediate Past President 

betsy.whitton@gmail.com 
 

 

 
 
 
Yours in fellowship, fun and community good works,  
 
Kathy Szymanski and Margaret Georgia, Co-Editors  
BCCWC Communications Team 
Brown County Community Women’s Club, Inc.  www.bccwc.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:betsy.whitton@gmail.com
http://www.bccwc.org/

